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STORIES FROM THE
FIVE TOWNS

Bursley, Hanbridge, Knype, Longshaw, Turnhill —
these are the Five Towns of Arnold Bennett’s stories, set
in the English Midlands in the early 1900s. Today the
Five Towns are the city of Stoke-on-Trent, but the
place is still famous for its pottery . . . and for the people
in Arnold Bennett’s stories.

They are not famous or important people. They work
in shops and factories; they fall in, and out of, love; they
argue and they quarrel. Sometimes they are clever and
ssful, and sometimes they do very stupid things.
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My mother never came to meet me at Bursley station when
[ arrived in the Five Towns from London. She always had
other things to do; she was getting ready for me. So I always
walked alone up Trafalgar Road, between the factories
and past the football field. And so tonight, I had time to
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think. I had some very important news for my mother,
and I didn’t know how to tell her.

[ wrote to my mother every week, to tell her what [y
doing. She knew the names of all my friends. I often Wrote
about Agnes and her family. But it’s difficult to write in 4
letter: ‘I think Agnes likes me,” ‘I'm in love with her,
sure she likes me,’ ‘I think she loves me,” ‘I’'m going to ask
her to marry me.’ You can’t do that. Well, I couldn’t do it.
And on the 20th December | asked Agnes to marry me,

and Agnes said yes. But my mother didn’t kno
about it. And now, on the

b (I)m

W anything
22nd December, I was coming
to spend Christmas with my mother.

My mother was a widow. I was her only son —and now
I was engaged and she didn’t know. | was afraid she was

going to be a little unhappy, and I was ready for a difficult
evening.
Iwalked up to the front door, but before I put my hand

up to ring, the door opened and there was my mother. She
put her arms around me.

“Well, Philip! How are you?’ :
And I said, ‘Oh! ’m all right, mother. How are you:
She smiled at me. She looked excited and younger than

: in her
her forty-five years. There was something strange

. ied. How
smile. I thought: ‘She knows ’m going to get married
does she know?’

: thers-
But I said nothing, You have to be careful with mo
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Henry VIII and his Six Wives

JANET HARDY-GOULD

There were six of them — three Katherines, two Annes, and a Jane.,

One of them was the King’s wife for twenty-four years, another

for only a year and a half. One died, two were divorced, and two
were beheaded. It was a dangerous, uncertain life.

After the King’s death in 1547, his sixth wife finds a box of old
letters — one from each of the first five wives. They are sad, angry,

frightened letters. They tell the story of what it was like to be the
wife of Henry VIII of England.
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